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17.	Free	Zone	Film	Festival	
	

French	production	and	co-production	
	
	
	
	
1.	Petit	maman	(fic.)	
	
Director:	Céline	Sciamma	
Production:	France	
	
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt13204490/?ref_=nv_sr_srsg_0		
	
	

	
	
Nelly	has	just	lost	her	grandmother	and	is	helping	her	parents	clean	out	her	
mother's	childhood	home.	She	explores	the	house	and	the	surrounding	woods.	
One	day	she	meets	a	girl	her	same	age	building	a	tree	house.	
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2.	Returning	to	Reims	(doc.)	
	
Director:	Jean-Gabriel	Periot		
Production:	France		
	
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt14812786/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1		
	

	
	
	
Returning	 To	 Reims	 (Retour	 a	 Reims	 (Fragments))	 constructs	 a	 fascinating	
reflection	on	working	class	life	in	France	over	the	past	70	years.	Loosely	adapted	
from	Didier	Eribon’s	2009	memoir,	Jean-Gabriel	Periot’s	documentary	matches	a	
mosaic	 of	 archive	 footage	 with	 one	 family	 history	 to	 vividly	 evoke	 shifting	
currents	in	the	political	life	of	the	nation.	An	emotional,	thought-provoking	work,	
it	 	 should	attract	politically	engaged	audiences	 in	France,	where	 Jour2Fete	will	
distribute,	and	extensive	festival	interest	internationally.	
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3.	The	Gig	is	Up	(doc.)	
	
Director:	Shannon	Walsh	
Production:	France,	Canada	
	
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt14318912/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1		
	

	
	
From	home-based	meal	delivery	to	VTC	services,	millions	of	people	around	the	
world	are	finding	work	by	the	job	online.	The	"gig	economy"	is	worth	more	than	
5	trillion	worldwide,	a	figure	that	is	constantly	changing.	Who	are	these	shadow	
workers?	"Work	for	hire"	brings	their	stories	to	light.	Seduced	by	the	promise	of	
independence	and	control	over	their	working	hours	and	income,	workers	around	
the	world	have	had	to	face	the	harsh	reality	of	this	economy.	Dangerous	working	
conditions,	 the	 instability	 of	 their	 income,	 and	 the	 precariousness	 of	 their	
activities	that	can	stop	overnight	in	case	of	deactivation	or	bad	grades.	Through	
committed	characters,	this	documentary	shows	that	the	magic	of	technology	may	
only	be	an	illusion.	
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4.	The	Velvet	Queen	(doc.)	
	
Director:	Marie	Amiguet	
Production:	France	
	
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt11937680/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1		

	

	
	
High	up	on	the	Tibetan	plateau.	Amongst	unexplored	and	inaccessible	valleys	lies	
one	of	the	last	sanctuaries	of	the	wild	world,	where	rare	and	undiscovered	fauna	
lives.	Vincent	Munier,	one	of	the	world's	most	renowned	wildlife	photographers	
takes	the	adventurer	and	novelist	Sylvain	Tesson	(In	the	Forest	of	Siberia)	with	
him	 on	 his	 latest	 mission.	 For	 several	 weeks,	 they'll	 explore	 these	 valleys	
searching	for	unique	animals	and	try	to	spot	the	snow	leopard,	one	of	the	rarest	
and	most	difficult	big	cats	to	approach.	
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5.	The	Worst	Person	in	the	World	(fic.)	
	
Director:	Joachim	Trier	
Production:	Norway,	France,	Sweden,	Denmark,	USA	
	
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt10370710/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1	
	

	
	
	
It	 chronicles	 four	 years	 in	 the	 life	 of	 Julie,	 a	 young	woman	who	 navigates	 the	
troubled	waters	of	her	love	life	and	struggles	to	find	her	career	path,	leading	her	
to	take	a	realistic	look	at	who	she	really	is.	
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6.	Ballad	of	a	the	White	Cow	(fic.)	
	
Director:	Maryam	Moghadam,	Behtash	Sanaeeha	
Production:	Iran,	France	
	
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt11773484/?ref_=nv_sr_srsg_0		
	
	

	
	
	
Mina's	 life	 is	 turned	 upside	 down	 when	 she	 learns	 that	 her	 husband	 was	
innocent	 of	 the	 crime	 for	which	 he	was	 executed,	 so	 she	 starts	 a	 silent	 battle	
against	a	cynical	system	for	her	own	and	her	daughter's	sake.	
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7.	The	First	54	Years:	An	Abbreviated	Manual	for	Military	Occupation	(doc.)	
	
Director:	Avi	Mograbi	
Production:	Israel,	France,	Finland,	Germany	
	
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt14120748/?ref_=nv_sr_srsg_0	
	

	
	
The	first	54	years	aims	to	provide	an	exclusive	insight	into	the	Israeli	occupation	
of	 the	Palestinian	people	while	 it	 is	 still	 ongoing.	Describing	 their	orders,	 their	
missions	and	their	actions,	Israeli	soldiers	witnesses	report	on	the	mechanisms	
of	oppression	of	Palestinians	from	1967	to	the	present	day.	
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8.	Holy	Emy	(fic.)	
	
Director:	Araceli	Lemos	
Production:	Greece,	France,	United	States	
	
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt7172590/		
	

	
	
After	their	mother	returns	to	the	Philippines,	sisters	Emy	and	Teresa	live	within	
their	tight-knit	Filipino	Catholic	community	in	the	port	city	of	Athens.	But	when	
Teresa	 gets	 pregnant,	 Emy	 is	 increasingly	 drawn	 to	 other,	 more	 mysterious	
forces	that	live	within	her.	
This	 magnificent	 debut	 feature	 film	 by	 Greek	 director	 Araceli	 Lemos	 is	 a	
troubling	 yet	 impassioned	 journey	 into	 the	 heart	 of	 an	 ancestral	 mysticism	
forced	to	make	its	peace	with	modernity	
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9.	Flee	(animated	doc.)	
	

Director:	Jonas	Poher	Rasmussen	
Production:	Denmark,	France,	Sweden,	Norway,	United	States,	Slovenia,	Estonia,	
Spain,	Italy,	Finland	
	
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt8430054/?ref_=nv_sr_srsg_0		
 

	
	

Amin	Nawabi	 (a	 pseudonym),	 a	 36-year-old	 high-achieving	 academic,	 grapples	
with	a	painful	secret	he	has	kept	hidden	for	20	years,	one	that	threatens	to	derail	
the	 life	he	has	built	 for	himself	 and	his	 soon	 to	be	husband.	Recounted	mostly	
through	 animation	 to	 director	 Jonas	 Poher	 Rasmussen	—	 his	 close	 friend	 and	
high-school	 classmate,	 he	 tells	 for	 the	 first	 time	 the	 story	 of	 his	 extraordinary	
journey	 as	 a	 child	 refugee	 from	 Afghanistan.	 Through	 heartfelt	 interviews	
between	 Jonas	 and	 Amin,	 FLEE	 tells	 an	 unforgettable	 story	 of	 self-discovery.	
Showing	how	only	by	confronting	the	past	is	it	possible	to	carve	out	a	future,	and	
the	universal	 truth	 that	only	when	you	 stop	 fleeing	 from	who	you	are	 can	you	
find	the	true	meaning	of	home.	
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10.	Between	Two	Dawns	(fic.)	
	
Director:	Selman	Nacar	
Production:	Turkey,	Romania,	France,	Spain	
	
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt11771704/?ref_=nv_sr_srsg_0		

	

After	a	worker	 is	 severely	 injured	 in	 their	 family	business,	Kadir	 is	 forced	 into	
making	a	moral	decision,	which	will	have	an	impact	on	his	dreams,	his	family	and	
the	life	of	the	injured	worker’s	wife.	
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11.	Woman	at	War	(fic.)	
	
Director:	Benedikt	Erlingsson	
Production:	Iceland,	France,	Ukraine	

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt7279188/?ref_=nv_sr_srsg_0			

	

Halle	 is	 a	 secret	 eco	guerrilla	 activist	who	 fights	 against	 the	energy	 companies	
that	have	conquered	Iceland.	She	sneaks	out	of	the	city	and	sabotages	electricity	
lines	 –	 pillars	 she	 hates	 from	 the	 bottom	of	 her	 soul	 because	 they	 destroy	 the	
beauty	of	 Iceland’s	hills.	With	a	circular	saw	she	cuts	 the	bearers	of	 the	pillars,	
and	with	the	bow	and	arrow	she	fires	out	the	cables	by	which	she	creates	a	short	
circuit	on	the	lines.	However,	everything	changes	when	Halle	finds	a	letter	from	
the	 authorities	 at	 home	 one	 day	 that	 finally	 allows	 her	 adoption	 of	 an	 orphan	
from	Ukraine	she	has	been	waiting	for	for	years.	Will	her	maternal	instinct	stop	
her	struggle?	
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12.	Summer	of	Sangaile	(fic.)	
	
Director:	Alante	Kavaite	
Production:	Lithuania,	France,	Netherlands	
 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt2994832/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1		

	

A	 sensual	 and	 poetic	 story	 about	 the	 turbulent	 emotions	 of	 two	 teenage	 girls.	
Seventeen-year-old	Sangail	 is	obsessed	with	aviation	acrobatics.	She	was	afraid	
of	heights	and	never	dared	to	enter	the	cockpit.	At	a	summer	airplane	rally	near	
her	 home,	 she	meets	Austa,	 a	 local	waitress	who,	 unlike	her,	 lives	 a	 life	 full	 of	
creativity	 and	 courage.	 Their	 first	 encounter	 triggers	 a	 spark	 that,	 during	 the	
summer	they	spend	together,	grows	into	an	enthusiasm	that	completely	occupies	
them.	Sangail	uncovers	her	most	intimate	secrets,	and	in	that	romance	she	finds	
the	only	person	who	truly	supports	her	and	understands	her	love	for	flying.	

	
	


